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The NAIDOC Family Fun
Day was held at Bonython Park
following the 2014 NAIDOC
March. Community members
and friends gathered to celebrate
the end of another successful
NAIDOC Week.
AFSS was pleased to contribute
once again, catering for
the Elders’ Pavilion, where
community members were able
to enjoy free hot food, including
scones, and tea and coffee.
Fortunately the weather was
kinder this year, ensuring that
the event was well attended. As
well as providing more than 50

stalls with useful information,
food and activities, some great
live entertainment was enjoyed by
the large number of community
members of all ages who
attended.
All in all it was a great fun day
for all the family and a good
opportunity for AFSS staff to
engage with the community.
Above: AFSS team members, from left
to right, Linda Dorward, Jody Lynch
and Anita Harbers in the Elders’
Pavilion.
Below: Community members enjoy the
Family Fun Day.

A message from
the CEO
SA NAIDOC Week was a highlight on the
Aboriginal annual calendar of events, held from
6 – 13 July this year.
And what a week it was!
AFSS was extremely pleased to join with
the community and play our part in the
celebrations, including organising the SA
NAIDOC breakfast, as part of the Gawler
NAIDOC Committee.
AFSS also hosted the Elders’ tent at the Family Fun Day, providing free
refreshments to the many community members who attended. The
sun shone and a great time was had by all.
In addition, as Chairperson of the Gladys Elphick Awards Committee I
was proud to host the Gladys Elphick Awards on 9 July.
This year’s Awards ceremony took the form of a High Tea and Musical
Soiree.
You will find the details of these and other NAIDOC events in the pages
of this newsletter.
On Monday 4 August National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Children’s Day was celebrated.
This is an important event on our calendar. Children’s Day is a great
opportunity to celebrate the strengths and culture of our children.
This year the theme was “Kids in Culture – Strong, Proud, Resilient”,
focusing on the celebration of the positive role culture plays in our
children’s safety and wellbeing.
To mark the day we distributed, via our offices, some activity bags to
help our children celebrate the day and to engage with their Aboriginal
culture through some fun activities.
Another recent highlight at AFSS has been the three-day workshop held
in Port Augusta for all Family Based Care staff.
I was pleased to be able to join them on the first day at the beautiful
Arid Lands Botanic Garden, and the feedback from those I’ve spoken
to who attended has been very positive.
Congratulations to Warren Guppy, AFSS Regional Manager, and Nina
Mutton, Senior Manager, Metropolitan Services, for organising this highly
successful event.
Sharron Williams
Chief Executive Officer
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Aboriginal children in state care in South
Australia – a snapshot
The office of the Guardian for
Children and Young People has
recently released some statistics
in regard to Aboriginal children
in state care, as at 2013.
Since 2008 this number has risen
steadily, increasing by 67% over
the period. At the same time, the
number of Aboriginal children
placed in accordance with the
Aboriginal Child Placement
Principle*, has dropped, from
77.6% to 67.1%.
The picture regarding children in
care or on Care and Protection
orders in SA, per 1,000 of
population has also worsened,
with the number rising from 45.2
to 61.9 per 1,000 of population.
This compares with figures for

non-ATSI children and youth of
4.9 (2008) and 5.6 (2013).
More information can be found
on the Office of the Guardian
for Children and Young People
website, www.gcyp.sa.gov.au.
Charts and information reproduced
with permission of the Office of the
Guardian for Children and Young
People.

*Placement in accordance with the ACPP is
defined as the number of Aboriginal children
placed with the child’s extended family, Aboriginal
community or other Aboriginal people, divided by
the total number of Aboriginal children in out-ofhome care.

**Families SA provided the data for
Substantiated notifications of child abuse/
neglect in SA by type and Aboriginal status, 2012-

2013. All other data was sourced from Report on
Government Services 2014 (www.pc.gov.au/gsp/
rogs/community-services).

Is Australia creating a new
Stolen Generation?
Recent media reports have
highlighted the alarming fact
that the rate of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander children
currently being removed from
their families is greater today than
at any other time in Australia’s
colonial history.
Figures show that the number
being forcibly removed has risen
by almost 400 per cent in 15
years.
While Aboriginal and Torres

Placement in accordance with the Aboriginal Child
Placement Principle is defined as the number of
Indigenous children placed with the child's extended
family, Indigenous community or other Indigenous
people, divided by the total number of Indigenous
children

Strait Islander children make up
only 4.6 percent of all children
in Australia aged to 17 years,
one-third are in out of home
care.

Paddy Gibson, a senior
researcher at a the University of
Technology, Sydney, believes that
Australia has essentially returned
to an “assimilation policy”.

Well known Aboriginal activist
Ray Jackson says the issue is as
prevalent now as when he was a
child in the 1940s.

According to Mr Gibson, more
than 14,000 Aboriginal children
are in out of home care on any
given night in Australia.

“The number of children being
taken these days is horrendous,”
said Mr Jackson, speaking to
news.com.au.

“That is a far greater number of
children removed in any year over
the Stolen Generation period,” he
said.
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June footy adventure

And what an adventure it was!
It started when two Support
Workers and four residents from
both AFSS residential care (crisis
accommodation) houses headed
off to their destination, the all
new footy cauldron, the Adelaide
Oval, on 14 June.

The game we were going to see
was a Crows home game against
the North Melbourne Kangaroos.
We were all greeted at the
marquee by representatives from
Carn the Kids to pick up tickets,
show bags and meal vouchers
with a massive smile from the

Welcome to the world

Penny Richards, Family Based Foster Care Support
Worker in Port Augusta and her family welcomed
Archie Steven to the world on 15 July, weighing a
healthy 7lbs 3oz and measuring 49cms tall!
Congratulations on the new addition to your family
Penny, and we look forward to seeing you back at
work early next year following your maternity leave.
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staff who did everything they
could to meet our needs.
Once everything was sorted we
were on our way to a great night
at the footy!
There was a football game going
on outside the ground and a
racing car on display, to add to
the entertainment for us all.
All of the young people really
enjoyed this as a build up to the
footy game.
We were lucky enough to be
seated right behind the goal posts
and we soaked up the atmosphere
around us.
The crowd was pumped and the
young people thought it was a
fantastic experience.
To top it off the Crows had a
great win and this was a perfect
end to a wonderful night out.
We would like to thank all
involved from the Create
Foundation and the Carn the Kids
Program who made this amazing
night possible. Their friendliness
and generosity were amazing.
They have helped create
memories that these young
people will never forget.
Jamie Milligan
Support Worker

NAIDOC SA Awards 2014

AFSS is pleased to join with
the Aboriginal community
in congratulating this year’s
NAIDOC Award recipients. The
winners were announced at the
Lord Mayor’s NAIDOC morning
tea following the flag raising
ceremony at the Adelaide Town
Hall on Monday 7 July. Once
again this event was well attended
by several hundred community
members and friends.
The 2014 NAIDOC SA Award
recipients are:
Person of the Year, sponsored
by Anglicare SA, Basil Coleman;
Female Elder of the Year,
sponsored by SANTOS, Rosie
Moyle; Male Elder of the Year,
sponsored by SANTOS, Tauto
Sansbury; Youth of the Year,
sponsored by Life without
Barriers, Jardi Welch; Trainee of
the Year, sponsored by Maxima,
Jemima Rickett; Scholar of the
Year, sponsored by the University
of South Australia, Dwayne
Coulthard; Female Sportsperson
of the Year, sponsored by
the Office for Recreation and
Sport, Vanessa Stokes; Male
Sportsperson of the Year,

sponsored by the Office for
Recreation and Sport, Tjimarri
Sanderson-Milera; Artist of the
Year, sponsored by the Office for
the Commissioner for Aboriginal
Engagement, Damien Shen;
Business of the Year, sponsored
by Indigenous Business Australia,
Ron Newchurch – Bookyana
Enterprises.

Congratulations to all our
winners for achieving recognition
for the valuable contribution that
they have made, and continue
to make, to the Aboriginal
community.
Pictured above: NAIDOC Award
winners receive their awards at the
Lord Mayor’s Morning Tea, Adelaide
Town Hall. Photograph used with
kind permission of Turkindi.

AFSS Murrray Bridge
receives recognition
This year the AFSS Murray
Bridge office was nominated
for the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander
Community Organisation
of the Year in the local
NAIDOC Awards.
Well done Bronte! It’s
great to see that you’re
receiving recognition for
the hard work you do for
the community.
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NAIDOC Week in Berri
Toni Murray, Case Worker in the
AFSS Berri office, shares with us her
experiences of this year’s NAIDOC
celebrations.
My name is Toni Murray and
I am pictured here with Rob
Agius. He is a local community
constable based in Berri.
This year he won the Riverland’s
NAIDOC award for Elder of the
year.
I have met Rob on many
occasions at community
events, however this year I had
the pleasure of being on the
Riverland NAIDOC Committee
with Rob.
The Riverland held six separate
events this year and Rob and
I made an appearance at all of
these events, although I was at
some of the events for only a
very short time.
Waikerie has been my home for
the past 14 years, and I have
had a strong involvement in
Waikerie’s NAIDOC events
for the last four to five years
through being on the Waikerie
NAIDOC Committee.
This year I decided to become
involved at the Riverland level
so Waikerie would be included
at that level, instead of being
excluded as it has in the past.
I have done the
acknowledgement to country at
three of these Waikerie events,
including this year.
I am proud to be involved each
year as I believe it is important to
celebrate our culture.
I have little knowledge of
my Aboriginal culture as my
grandfather Thomas Page told
his children they looked white
so they shouldn’t say they were
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Pictured above: Rob Agius, the Riverland’s NAIDOC Elder of the Year, and
Toni Murray, proudly display the Nunga flag for the camera.
Photograph provided courtesy of Waikerie’s local paper The River News.
Aboriginal and he wouldn’t
talk about his culture or tribal
heritage with them.
So each year I learn a little more
about culture and about my
Aboriginal heritage; my three
times great grandmother is
Mary Mitchell, and she travelled

through the Riverland in the mid1800s.
I look forward to many more
years being involved with
NAIDOC celebrations and
continuing my journey to
learn about my own cultural
heritage.

NAIDOC week in Port Lincoln
NAIDOC week was a great
success this year with many
organisations and community
members coming together to
celebrate.
AFSS was pleased to sponsor the
$500 first prize for the Quiz Night,
and supplied fruit platters for the
Cook Out at the Wombat Pit.
And the winners of the Quiz
Night? The team from Port
Lincoln Aboriginal Health
Service were the happy recipients
of the prize.
Unfortunately, due to bad
weather the Cook Out was
transferred indoors to the Mallee
Park Football Club.
It was great to see a large
gathering of community
members coming together,
sharing stories and enjoying each
other’s company.
At the Cook Out a raffle was
drawn and many received a
NAIDOC T-shirt.
Other NAIDOC Week events
included the march and opening
ceremony on Friday 4 July, as well
as an Elders’ celebration lunch, a
children’s disco and a youth rave.
Celebrations were drawn to a
close with the Annual NAIDOC
Ball on Saturday 12 July.
Held at the Port Lincoln
Hotel, 120 people attended the
festivities, where Kimberly Bilney
was crowned Belle of the Ball
and Christopher Presage Beau of
the Ball.
Tribute was also paid to the
NAIDOC Ambassadors, Elders
Veda Betts, Heather Miller and
Iris Burgoyne.
All in all it was a great week of
celebration, and we look forward
to an even bigger and better
NAIDOC Week in Port Lincoln
in 2015.

1

2

3

4

A good time was
had by all at the
Cook Out!

5

1. Family Based Care Worker Lee Sutcliffe
and new AFSS carer Chris Presage.
2. AFSS staff Michelle Brooks and
Lee Sutcliffe.
3. AFSS staff Glenys Nowak and
Michelle Brooks with Tuesday Males
and daughter Lesha.
4. Michelle Brooks and Elder Veda Betts.
5. AFSS staff Glenys Nowak and
Michelle Brooks with Ada Sherry.
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NAIDOC in the North
Family Fun Day

The Gawler NAIDOC Committee, which
comprised a member from AFSS, Gawler
Health, Gawler and District School Children’s
Centre, Elsie Ey Children’s Centre, Gawler Town
Hall and a local community member put on a
NAIDOC Family Fun Day on Sunday 6 July as
part of NAIDOC Week celebrations.
Initially the weather wasn’t too kind, however
the clouds cleared as the day progressed, and as
a result a good number of families attended –
around 200 - 250 came along to look at the array
of stalls and displays and participate in a range of
activities.

Above: Some of the stall holders at the NAIDOC Family
Fun Day.

John Aliap and Tim Mitchell from the AFSS
Community Wellbeing Program were there to
provide opportunities for the children to try their
hand at art – they got to paint boomerangs and
clapping sticks.
Entertainment was provided by Brutha and I,
Eddie Peters, Nathan May and Harley BoyleRichards. To add to the fun, there was an animal
display and a jumping castle for the children.
The feedback that has been received for the event
has been very positive, and the committee looks
forward to planning another successful NAIDOC
week next year.

Above: Brutha and I performing at the NAIDOC
Breakfast, held at the Gawler Institute.

NAIDOC Breakfast
On Friday 11 July, a NAIDOC breakfast was held
at the Gawler Institute following the success of the
event last year. This was also organised by the Gawler
NAIDOC Committee, of which AFSS is a member.
There were approximately 43 organisations
invited and overall there was a fantastic
representation.

Above: Local Elders enjoy a yarn in the sunshine around
the camp fire at the Family Fun Day.

Guest speakers included David Rathman, Jack
Pearson and Robyn Hall, all of whom had some
great thoughts to share with those present.
The breakfast was ably catered for by
Conversations Café and they did a great job, in
spite of some power issues that we experienced.
Even though they had a really early start – 7.00am
– the AFSS Community Wellbeing team worked
tirelessly to ensure that the event went smoothly.
Next year should we put on another breakfast we
will definitely look at starting later in the morning!
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Above: Jack Buckskin, Scott Rathman and Jack Pearson
were guests at the NAIDOC Breakfast.

AFSS Port Augusta celebrates
NAIDOC Week
This year’s NAIDOC
celebration was a little different,
with both the Strong Men
Strong Families Worker and
the Community Development
Worker (Gambling), attending
the Davenport Cultural Day on
Tuesday 8 July.
This activity offered many
interesting activities, including
kangaroo tail cooked the
traditional way and making
Twisties, using flour and cooked
on the coals.
Then there was boomerang
making. This was offered to
anyone who wanted to learn how
to make one themself.
On Friday we took part in the
walk over the Baluch Bridge for
the NAIDOC march.

Above: Charlie Jackson, AFSS Community Development Worker from Port
Augusta, enjoying some kangaroo tail cooked on the fire at the Davenport
Cultural Day.
Unfortunately the day was cold
Hopefully the weather will be
stopping many from participating
kinder next year so that more
– luckily the rain held off until
people will be able to join us.
just as we had finished the march.
Charlie Jackson

Foster Carers
needed URGENTLY
Aboriginal Family Support Services is looking for family
based carers who are committed to providing safe and
culturally appropriate homes for children in need.
You can be single or a couple, with or without children.
And whether you’re willing to provide emergency,
short term, respite or long term care, we’d love to hear
from you!
Contact:
Adelaide Linda Dorward linda.dorward@afss.com.au (08) 8205 1500
Ceduna Michelle Naylon michelle.naylon@afss.com.au (08) 8625 3466		
Coober Pedy Susie Crisa susie.crisa@afss.com.au (08) 8672 3066
Port Augusta Cara-Lee Mullen caralee.mullen@afss.com.au (08) 8641 0907
Port Lincoln Lee Sutcliffe lee.sutcliffe@afss.com.au (08) 8683 1909

Aboriginal Family Support Services Inc
Together with the community
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Just for kids
Colouring competition!

In this fruit bowl you can see some apples, pears, plums and grapes.
Fruit not only tastes yummy, it’s good for you, so make sure you eat some every day to help you grow strong and
healthy!
And if you colour this picture in, you could win a prize!
AFSS is offering two prizes, one for children aged 11 years old and over, and one for the under 11s, so find your
paints or crayons and get busy!
Just send you finished work of art to AFSS Colouring Competition, AFSS, 134 Waymouth Street, Adelaide SA
5000, by Monday 8 September to be in the running to win a “Bridge” board game (11 and over) or an AFSS
goodie bag (under 11s).
The winning entries will be published in our next newsletter (with permission).
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Gladys Elphick Awards

A number of staff were pleased
to attend the Gladys Elphick
Awards on 9 July at The Grainger
Studio on Hindley Street.
The Gladys Ephick Awards
celebrate and honour the
achievements of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander women and
the outstanding work that they
do in their communities.
This year, the Awards were
presented as a “High Tea and
Musical Soiree” and featured
the spellbinding Deborah
Cheetham, who was in town
for her opera Pecan Summer.
The other captivating acts were
performances by Sistas: Women
of Country, Vonda Last and
Grace Bawden.
Shirley Piesley, AM, was named
Patron of the awards. Shirley
has been campaigning for
Aboriginal welfare and cultural
and legal rights for the past five
decades and is renowned for her

contribution and activism in the
lead-up to the 1967 Referendum.
Christine Jacques received
the award for Outstanding
Contributions to Community
and Volunteering for her work in
opening the Stolen Generations
Healing Garden in the City of
Playford.
Simone Tur received the
Outstanding Contribution to
Education and Leadership award
for her leadership role at Flinders
University.
The award for Outstanding
Contributions to Art and Culture
was received by Dr Dylan
Coleman for her contributions to
Indigenous cultural output, her
political activism and her work as
a filmmaker and author.
Violet Buckskin was honoured
as the inaugural recipient of the
Grace Bawden Incentive Award
for her work in social justice since
she was 12 years old.

The Gladys Elphick Award
winner this year was Joy Reid,
who was a leading member of
the Koonibba Council in the
1970s.
She also led the successful
negotiations for the handover
of Davenport Creek to the
Aboriginal Lands Trust on
behalf of the Koonibba
Council.
Leila Plush
Pictured above: AFSS CEO and
Gladys Elphick Awards Committee
Chairperson, Sharron Williams
and Hon Ian Hunter, Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs, enjoy the high
tea and musical events at this year’s
Gladys Elphick Awards ceremony.
Amongst other guests pictured are
Lowitja O’Donoghue, AC, CBE,
DSG, and His Excellency Rear
Admiral the Honourable Kevin Scarce
and Mrs Scarce.
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NAIDOC Week in Ceduna
The Ceduna NAIDOC
Week was a great
success and events
were well attended, with
people coming from
Oak Valley, Yalata and
Koonibba.
Unfortunately the weather
during the week was
stormy with heavy rain
and strong winds, and it
was freezing cold.
The Family Sports Day on
Wednesday 9 July had to
be moved from the Far
West Aboriginal Sporting
Complex, where many
events were planned
outdoors on the football
oval, to the Ceduna Area
School gym.

Above: The NAIDOC Fancy Dress 2014 Little Winner.
Gerald Ware holds up Alexander Ware who was one of the prize winners for
his Zorro costume.

This meant that there
was limited space for
information tables, so
unfortunately AFSS was
unable to set up a stall.
However, we attended
and helped out where
possible.
The bouncing castle,
mechanical bull, velcro
sticky wall and the sumo
suits were a hit and fun to
watch.
The children and young
people in our Residential
Care attended the movie
night and the family
fun day, and some also
attended the children’s
fancy dress disco and the
youth masquerade ball.
Many people were
honoured during the
week’s events.
AFSS has been involved in
the NAIDOC Committee
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The Haseldine girls, Tanyta, Jacinta and Mia smile for the camera at the
2014 Ceduna NAIDOC Ball.
for many years and helps
with the organisation of
the events.
A special thank you goes
to Michelle Naylon for all
the time she has put in

and work that she has done
in being an active NAIDOC
committee member.

Ceduna Family Access facilitation
The Ceduna AFSS office has
been very busy assisting with
the facilitation of Family Access
visits in the past months.
The office is such a friendly and
homely space with the lounge
room being utilised the most.
We have boxes full of toys for all
age groups, books, colouring in
activities and a TV.
All the Family Access visits
have been authorised by the
Families SA Case Worker and/or
Supervisor. Recently we hosted
a one-year-old’s birthday party
with the help of his mum; both
are currently placed in AFSS
Residential Care.

Above: Just some of the tasty treats that were prepared for the first birthday
celebrations of one of our young clients.

Also invited to the birthday
party were the mum’s two little
brothers who were placed with
one of AFSS’ registered foster
carers at that time. We made
party food and a spider cake
and decorated the back area
with balloons and streamers. It
was a great afternoon enjoyed
by everyone, including the
other children placed in AFSS
Residential Care, and staff.

go shopping together or to the
beach and playground.

The grandmother of another
child who is placed in AFSS
Residential Care visited the office
and asked if she would be able
to meet with her grandson and
granddaughter who are currently
in care with an AFSS carer. So
it was organised that when the
grandmother comes to Ceduna,
which is often, she could have
access with her grandson and
grand daughter in the office after
school.

Youth Advisory Group – you
can contribute!

This was the first time the
grandmother had seen her
granddaughter since she was
born (she is now two years old).
They had a huge amount of
fun together and after much
talking in language would either

We also facilitated Family Access
with the birth mother of another
little girl in the care of an AFSS
carer. Mum had approached
AFSS and we organised for them
to meet in our office several
times.

and young people who are
placed in care stay connected to
family, culture and community.
It is very satisfying to be part of
helping family members stay in
touch with each other and is a
big part of what we are striving
to achieve: Together with the
Community.
Katharine Micka
Manager Ceduna

A very important part of our
work is to ensure that children

Are you a young
person with a care
experience, aged
12-26? Want to join
other young people
who are interested
in promoting change
within the South
Australian out of
home care system?

Youth Advisory Group
South Australia

EMPOW
ERING
ITIES

OPPORTUN

NS
CONNECTIO

SPEAK

UP

Then why not come
Youth Advisory Group
along, meet new people, take
in cool programs and work
Sopart
uth Australia
with CREATE to help young people have their voices heard!
Contact Lauren on (08) 8223 6603 to find out more.
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AFSS supports NAIDOC Week in
Coober Pedy
NAIDOC celebrations provided a great
opportunity to share the history, culture and
achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples across the state.
In Coober Pedy the NAIDOC events began at
the District Council of Coober Pedy, with people
young and old embracing flags in honour and
recognition of this year’s theme “Serving country –
Centenary and Beyond”.
Ian Crombie, a recognised Elder gave a Welcome
to Country speech and acknowledged Mr Raymond
Boland (a resident at Umoona Aged Care – Tjilpi
Tjuta Kanyini) as the oldest surviving Aboriginal
serviceman in Australia.
After the service there was a small march to the
public playground where a barbecue was held for
all to enjoy, with a number of agencies including
Families SA, Housing SA, Umoona Aged Care,
Coober Pedy Area School and the District Council
of Coober Pedy participating and volunteering on
the day.
A special thank you to community member Sammy
Brown who cooked the kangaroo tails.

The barbecue was followed by the NAIDOC
Gala Dinner and Awards night, which was
hosted by Umoona Aged Care and celebrated the
achievements and contributions of Coober Pedy
community members and organisations.
The awards were sponsored by AFSS. AFSS was
pleased to receive the award in the ‘Contribution
to Community’ category.
The Australian Air force was keen to support the
event and two officers attended from Woomera
to honour Mr Raymond Boland with an award
recognising his contribution the Australian army
and for serving his country.
The following night the Youth Ball was held. This
event, in its second year, was also sponsored by
AFSS.
It was attended by young men dressed smartly
in their suits and young women looking elegant
and beautiful in their lovely dresses. A deadly
combination!
There was fun and dancing and a number of
awards were presented, recognising young people’s
achievements. Former AFSS staff member Anna
Tsakiridis, received an award in the ‘Future Leader’
category. Congratulations Anna!
During the week, photographic displays of
servicemen and women and their contributions to
serving their country throughout Australia’s history
were held in local supermarkets for the public to
view as were videos of those who participated in
the armed forces throughout a number of wars.
Aboriginal arts and crafts by elders were on show
for a number of days at the local supermarkets
with some available for purchase.
NAIDOC came to a close at the start of Term 3
at the Coober Pedy Area School with a flag raising
ceremony and a short speech about the history
of NAIDOC. The event was attended by the
whole school and culminated in a Big Morning
Tea, including damper provided by Umoona Aged
Care, scones by Opal Inn, Red Cross and the most
amazing pancakes by AFSS staff.

Pictured above: Elders Ian Crombie (left) and Jimmy
Bannington (right) performed the flag raising ceremony to
launch NAIDOC Week in Coober Pedy.
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Once again NAIDOC week in Coober Pedy was
largely celebrated throughout the community and
proved to be another successful event to showcase
Aboriginal culture and achievements.
Jennifer Riessen and Susie Crisa

AFSS looks to increase carer households
across South Australia
Michelle Naylon and I attended
the Family Based Care Workshop
in the first week of July.
We both travelled the 460kms
from Ceduna to Port Augusta on
Monday, leaving Ceduna around
lunchtime to stay overnight for
a 9am start to the three-day
workshop.
It was a fantastic venue at Arid
Lands Botanic Garden, and
thanks go to Ray Willis, Manager
at our Port Augusta Office, for
organising this.
The location was quiet and
calming with the beautiful and
spiritual Flinders Ranges in the
background.
All Family Based Care staff
being in one room brought us all
together and many topics were
discussed, such as barriers and
problems.

Shared concerns
It was through this that we
realised that these issues were
the same throughout the AFSS
offices.

Above: Workshop sessions covered a range of issues affecting the work of the
Family Based Care team.
SA from both Adelaide and Port
Augusta.
Thanks too, to Tania Elliott,
AFSS Training Officer, who gave
us much helpful information and
many tips on how to facilitate the
Shared Stories Shared Lives carer
orientation training.

I also would like to thank our
CEO Sharron Williams for her
excellent opening address, which
set the standard for the following
days’ activities and discussions.
Katharine Micka

The group spent much time
brainstorming both the AFSS
overall and each specific region’s
2014-2015 carer recruitment
strategy.
We received much information
about many aspects of our
work, such as the difference
in assessments procedure for
general Foster Care versus
Families SA Kinship Care, the
role and procedures of the Care
Concerns Investigation Unit, the
proposed new directions within
the Carer review pilot and much
more.
A big thank you goes to those
who presented from Families

Above: AFSS staff enjoy the sunshine and scenery during a workshop break at
the Arid Lands Botanic Garden.
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Have you ever thought of becoming a
foster carer? AFSS needs you!
Foster care requires compassionate,
empowering and supportive people
who are willing to provide a home
for children who are unable to
live with their birth families. The
goal for children in foster care is
reunification with their birth family,
although this is not always possible.
Foster children cannot be
adopted as they are under
the legal guardianship of the
Minister, or their birth family.
What do foster carers do?
A foster carer provides a secure,
stable and positive environment
that caters for the physical and
emotional needs of a child who
is unable to live with their birth
family. Being an AFSS foster
carer involves nurturing the
child’s self esteem and identity
and ensuring that there is a strong
connection to their Aboriginal
culture and heritage.
Foster carers are part of a caring
team of AFSS Family Support
Workers, social workers, teachers,
doctors and psychologists who
all work together to support the
stability and growth of the child.
Do foster carers receive
any payments?
Foster carers are volunteers who
receive a subsidy allowance from

the government as a contribution
to the child’s expenses. The
payment consists of a basic
subsidy and an additional
allowance. The basic subsidy is
a contribution towards general
household expenses such as food,
electricity, gas, telephone and
entertainment and the additional
allowance is for items such as
pocket money, clothing, medical
expenses and recurrent costs.
Foster carers also receive an
educational allowance every school
term which covers school fees,
books and uniforms. Payments
also depend on the child’s age
and whether or not they have any
special needs or disability.
Becoming a foster carer
AFSS Assessment Officers guide
prospective foster carers through
the registration process which
can take up to six months to
complete.
AFSS has Family Support
Workers in Adelaide, Port
Augusta, Port Lincoln, Ceduna
and Coober Pedy who work
directly with carers to assist them
in navigating the processes that
need to be completed before
becoming a registered foster carer.
As part of the assessment

process AFSS staff will
facilitate the mandated training
you need including: Shared
Stories Shared Lives, Carer
Orientation/Induction, Child
Safe Environment (previously
called Mandatory Notification),
0-2 Infant Safety, Apply First Aid
and any other training required
for registration.
And once you’ve become a
carer a Family Support worker
will provide you with ongoing
support and advocacy.
Want to know more?
The number of Aboriginal
children coming into contact with
the child protection system is
increasing (see story on page 3).
If you, or someone you know,
would like more information in
relation to providing foster care,
please contact one of our staff.
Adelaide
Linda Dorward
linda.dorward@afss.com.au
(08) 8205 1500
Ceduna
Michelle Naylon
michelle.naylon@afss.com.au
(08) 8625 3466
Coober Pedy
Susie Crisa
susie.crisa@afss.com.au
(08) 8672 3066
Port Augusta
Cara-Lee Mullen
caralee.mullen@afss.com.au
(08) 8641 0907
Port Lincoln
Lee Sutcliffe
lee.sutcliffe@afss.com.au
(08) 8683 1909
We look forward to
hearing from you!
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AFSS Gambling Help Service
AFSS Gambling Help
Service recognises the need
in the community to support
Aboriginal people and their
significant others, where
gambling has become, or could
potentially develop, into a
problem.
We also recognise that
education and awareness are
fundamental in supporting
Aboriginal people who have
gambling problems.

Would you like to find out
more?
If you, a significant other or
family member have problems
with gambling, or know someone
who is having problems with
gambling, contact AFSS
Gambling Help Service for a
friendly and confidential chat.

We’re just a phone call away. Call:
▪ Adelaide, Tony
(08) 8254 1077
▪ Berri ,(08) 8582 3192
▪ Port Augusta, Charles
(08) 8641 0907
▪ Murray Bridge, Bronte
0418 499 649.

This can only be effectively
achieved within the broader
context of educating families
and communities, agencies,
clubs and hotels.
We aim to build resilience by:
▪ Educating individuals about
gambling
▪ Advocating, supporting and
referring service users
▪ Identifying risk factors for
clients.
We promote connectedness by:
▪ Targeting community
services to raise awareness
of gambling behaviours and
associated risks
▪ Providing education and
awareness for family and
friends of gamblers
▪ Providing support and
advice to family and friends
of problem gamblers.
We undertake community
awareness and education to:
▪ Increase awareness of AFSS
Gambling Help Service to
community groups
▪ Promote culturally
appropriate understanding
of gambling to hotels and
clubs.

Children’s Week Awards
17 – 26 October 2014

TM

The Children’s Week Association of SA is seeking to recognise children, young people and
members of the community who make a difference for children. We are especially interested
in discovering the quiet achievers and those who have not been previously recognised.

Children’s Week Awards
For outstanding and consistent
contributions to the needs, interests
and welfare of children. For groups
individuals or organisations.

‘Children Have the Right
to Speak and be Heard’
in the International Year
of Family Farming

There are two sections for the awards:
Children/Youth (under the age of 18
years) and Adults (18 years and over).

Minister for
Education and Child
Development Award

For children who have demonstrated
outstanding achievement in any
endeavour including academic,
community service, sport, arts and
personal challenge.
Nominations are open for children from
Government and Non-Government
schooling sectors.

Children’s Week
Special Award

In recognition of a young person
who shows courage, strength and
perseverance in daily living.
This award will be given to a young
person with a disability or health issue
who displays courage and a positive
attitude in the face of adversity.

Play Award

Recognises a significant contribution
to the development of children’s play.
The Award will be given to individuals,
groups or oganisations.
The award may involve programs,
events, equipment, promotion or
management of children’s play.
The contribution can be in either a
voluntary or paid capacity.

There are two categories –
•

Primary School Student
(includes year 7 student at any school)

•

Secondary School Student
(up to 18 years)

Nominations accepted from all
individuals, schools or organisations.
Only one nomination for each category.
The awards will be presented by
the Minister for Education and Child
Development at a Reception during
Children’s Week.
A plaque will be presented to all
award recipients and a certificate to
all nominees.
For more information please contact
Children’s Week Association of SA Inc
Phone 8362 2185 Fax 8362 2154
Mobile 0403 380 353
Email sa@childrensweek.org.au
Web www.sachildrensweek.org.au

Nominations close Monday 25 August

Visit www.sachildrensweek.org.au for nomination guidelines and forms.
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Naming competition – enter now!
You could win a prize valued at
$1,000!
How? By coming up with a name
for an exciting new endeavour
that will benefit Port Augusta and
communities in the North West
region of SA in reducing the level
of alcohol and other drug misuse
and associated harm.
The new service is auspiced
by The Aboriginal Drug
and Alcohol Council (SA)
Inc (ADAC), AFSS and the
Aboriginal Health Council of
South Australia (AHCSA).
This, the first Aboriginal and

Torres Strait Islander alcohol
and drug rehabilitation facility
for the region, will soon be
established at Ellis Close in
Port Augusta, providing short
term accommodation for a 12
week program that includes
counselling, life skills programs
and cultural activities.
The North West Regional
Residential Rehabilitation facility
needs a new name, so we’re
inviting all members of the
community to suggest one.
The name should reflect:
– The purpose of the service.

– That the service is provided
for all communities in NW
region of SA.
– That the service is for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people wanting to
address their alcohol and
drug use.
Entry forms are available online
at www.adac.org.au, or contact
the Aboriginal Drug and Alcohol
Council on (08) 8351 9031 to
find out more.
Entries close Sunday
31 August 2014 at midnight
(South Australian time).

AFSS Port Augusta welcomes new team member
AFSS Port Augusta Office is
pleased to welcome new staff
member Elizabeth Grace, who
is working with us while Penny
Richards is on maternity leave
(see story on page 4).
Elizabeth’s one of four
daughters; one of her sisters is
her identical twin.

“It’s a lot of fun to be born with
a best friend and play plenty of
tricks on people who can’t tell the
difference!” says Elizabeth.

and his recent placement with
SAPOL has landed them in Port
Augusta for the next chapter in
their happy lives.

Elizabeth is very much “the glass
is half full” kind of person and
will always find a silver lining.
She and husband Mark have been
married four almost four years,

Elizabeth brings a wealth of varied
experiences to her role as Family
Support Worker.
Her career background includes
working in radio as an On Air
Announcer and Promotions/
Events Manager, working at
Australia Zoo as Promotions
and Events Manager, and even
a Doggie Daycare Manager in
Adelaide!
Originally from Adelaide, the past
five years have seen her working
as a carer for children and young
people in Nation Building Housing
with Families SA, which she found
wonderfully rewarding as well as
challenging.
“Working with AFSS is going to
be a great experience and I look
forward to what the next few
months will bring, as I cover the
Family Support Worker position
for Penny,” says Elizabeth.
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Left: Animal lover Elizabeth is pictured
with one of her furry friends, a Pyrenean
Mountain Dog.

Cultural Awareness training for
Port Lincoln staff
On 25 July, staff from both
Gloucester Terrace and
Edinburgh Street attended a
seven-hour Cultural Awareness
Workshop, facilitated by Haydyn
Bromley, Executive Director of
Bookabee Australia.
Haydyn is a descendant of the
Adnyamathanha, Yarluyandi
and Narungga nations. He is a
qualified teacher and has worked
as a classroom teacher, for the
Australian Education Union and
has also been a representative on
a range of education consultative
committees.
Bookabee Australia has been
involved in the development
delivery and evaluation of
quality professional development
programs for over 25 years
and Haydyn has a wealth of
knowledge. Topics covered
included Aboriginal Social
history; traditional ways of life
and perspectives; pre and post
European contact and interaction
with Aboriginal society and
Contemporary Aboriginal
perspectives on a range of issues
impacting Aboriginal people
across all areas of their lives.

Pictured left to right are: Tony Highfold, Kingsley Bilney, Jeanette Dudley, Shane
Sumner and facilitator Haydyn Bromley.
“I found the cultural awareness
training to be beneficial. This
training was very in depth and
an eye opener. If more white
fellas new the trauma that
actually took place all those years
ago they would have a better
understanding of the issues that
present in this day and age.”
“The Cultural training we did was
very confronting, but excellent.

It brought up emotions from my
past and stories from my family
who were the Stolen Generation.
Reflecting upon past to present,
the impact of trauma hasn’t
changed.”
AFSS Port Lincoln would like to
extend their thanks to Haydyn
for the knowledge he shared on
the day.
Angela Fee

Below are comments from those
who attended the training;
“The training left me better
informed personally and with
feelings of remorse.”
“The knowledge provided by
Haydyn, I felt was deep and
raw. History plays an important
role in how Aboriginal people
perceive what happens in
society today. The awareness
that Aboriginal people are still
disadvantaged compared to the
general population as the result
of past and present injustices.”

Everyone had a ball!
This year’s SA NAIDOC Ball saw community members and friends dancing
the night away at the Hilton to the music of Christine Anu as well as
enjoying some of our favourite local talent, including Martin Pascoe’s Flash
Blacks Cabaret, Konnected, the Bec Gollan Band and the Warren Milera
Band. Roll on 2015, when SA hosts the National!
Photo used with kind permission of Turkindi.
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Basket Weaving at Tandanya

Where to find us
Adelaide
134 Waymouth Street
Adelaide SA 5000
Phone (08) 8205 1500
Berri
23 Denny Street
Berri SA 5343
Phone (08) 8582 3192
Christies Beach
30 Taunton Parade
Christies Beach SA 5165
Phone (08) 8326 3901
Smithfield
39a Anderson Walk,
Smithfield SA 5114
Phone (08) 8254 1077
Ceduna
28 Poynton Street
Ceduna SA 5690
Phone: (08) 8625 3466

On Thursday 10 July, residents
and staff from the Westbury
House went to Tandanya to
take part in a basket weaving
workshop.
We arrived and were greeted by
friendly staff from Tandanya
who took us to where it was
all happening. We entered the
workshop to find a group of
women who were only too happy
to share their basket weaving
skills and hints with us. We were
given the opportunity to sit at
the table and have a go at doing
some weaving. The residents
got involved straight away and
with the assistance of Support
Workers and the weaving ladies,
started to create their works of
art. Even the younger residents
had a go and very much enjoyed
the activity.
We were able to engage in many
conversations about the art of
basket weaving which were both

fascinating and enlightening
and we all admired the skill
and craftsmanship involved as
we looked over the completed
baskets on display.
We were fortunate enough to be
able to purchase a basket for each
of the residents to take home
as a keepsake and we have also
bought some basket weaving
starter kits so the residents in
our CAS houses can make some
basket creations at home.
Overall it was an enjoyable,
culturally educational and
therapeutic outing where we had
the privilege of meeting some
wonderful people and learnt
some new skills.
Thank you to the organisers, the
staff at Tandanya and the ladies
who ran the weaving workshops
for allowing us to join you and
share some wonderful moments.
Jeffrey Argent
CAS - Lead Support Worker

Coober Pedy
Lot 223 Giles Street
Coober Pedy SA 5723
Phone (08) 8672 3066
Murray Bridge
C/- ALRM Inc
27 Beatty Terrace
Murray Bridge SA 5254
Phone 0418 499 649
Port Augusta
1st Floor
47 Commercial Road
Port Augusta SA 5700
Phone (08) 8641 0907
Port Lincoln
3 Gloucester Terrace
Port Lincoln SA 5606
Phone (08) 8683 1909

Above: One of our young residents
tries their hand at basket weaving.
Left: some of the baskets that we
purchased for the residents.
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