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AFSS was honoured to have a table at the 2026 
NAIDOC SA Gala Ball, bringing together our Board 
Chair, Donna Henry, Director Chris Thyer, and 
employees from across our organisation to celebrate 
50 Years of Deadly.

The evening was a wonderful 
celebration of culture, community and 
the achievements of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples over the 
past 50 years. It was an opportunity to 
connect, reflect and celebrate alongside 
community members and organisations 
from across South Australia.

The entertainment throughout the night 
was outstanding, with performances 
from Electric Fields, Warren Milera & 
Band and DJ MoZzie. A true highlight 
of the evening was the powerful 
performance by WAYIN:THI, whose 
storytelling through movement 
beautifully honoured the strength, 
resilience and richness of First Nations 
cultures. Their performance was both 
inspiring and unforgettable.

The 2026 NAIDOC theme, “50 Years of 
Deadly,” reminds us that this milestone is not only about 
recognising the past, but also celebrating the strength 
of our communities today and the generations who 
continue to lead with culture, pride and determination.

Thank you to the NAIDOC SA Committee for hosting 
such a memorable evening and creating a space 
where culture, connection and community could be 
celebrated together.

50 Years of Deadly: A Night to Celebrate 
at the NAIDOC Gala Ball 2026!

•	

Connecting on Adnyamathanha Country
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A Welcome Message from 
Our New CE, Shona Reid

www.afss.com.au

It has been a really wonderful first few weeks, and I feel incredibly privileged to 
have stepped into the role of Chief Executive.

AFSS has such a strong history and an important place in community, and I have 
come into this role with a great deal of respect for the people who have built 
the organisation, the Board who continue to guide it, and the staff and carers 
who give so much of themselves every day.

Most of my working life has been focused on children and young people, 
particularly those involved with child protection and youth justice systems. That experience has taught me a lot 
about systems, but more importantly it has taught me to keep coming back to the child or young person at the 
centre of them. Children need more than services around them. They need to feel safe, connected, believed in 
and supported to thrive.

That is something I hope to bring with me into this role, along with my knowledge of the system, my cultural values, 
integrity, willingness to listen, and mostly, to make things happen.

Over my first few weeks I have been getting out across AFSS and spending time with staff in our different programs. 
I have already visited teams working across family support, early intervention, kinship and foster care, residential 
care, SILS and Eldercare, with visits to our regional services coming soon.

What I have loved most is hearing people talk about the children, young people and families they work with.

There is a real pride in the work. I have heard staff talk about the achievements of young people almost like family 
talking proudly about their kids. Those conversations are a good reminder that while programs, funding and systems 
are important, this work is fundamentally about people and relationships.

I have also heard clearly how important connection to community is. AFSS belongs in community, and it’s so 
important that we keep strengthening the way we listen, engage and show up for Aboriginal children, families, 
Elders and communities.

We are entering a period of change and growth, and I am really optimistic about what lies ahead.

I am grateful to our Board, led by Chairperson Donna Henry, for their stewardship of AFSS and for the cultural 
knowledge and connection to community they bring to the organisation. I value the opportunity to work alongside 
them as we think about the next chapter for AFSS and how we build on the strengths of what has come before us.

There are things we will need to strengthen along the way. That is part of any organisation growing and changing. 
My focus will be on making sure we have strong services, good foundations, a supported workforce and carers, 
and an organisation that can keep responding to what our children, families and communities need from us.

I also know we cannot do this work alone.

AFSS has many friends, partners and allies across Aboriginal community, government and the non-government 
sector. I have already appreciated the people who have reached out, offered support, shared advice and talked 
about how we can work together.

As we move through this next period, I hope people will continue to walk alongside us. Share your knowledge with 
us. Challenge us when we need it. Partner with us where we can make a bigger difference together. And most 
importantly, keep helping us listen to the voices of the children, families and communities we are here to serve.

For me, success will ultimately be measured by something quite simple: whether the children, young people, 
families and communities who work with AFSS feel proud of the way we have walked alongside them.

I am really looking forward to what we can build together.

From me to you

Shona
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Together with the community

It was wonderful to see Elders, families, 
and community members come together 
to celebrate culture, connection, and 
community during NAIDOC Week.

I am incredibly proud of our team for their 
contribution to the recent NAIDOC Family Fun Day through the 
delivery of the AFSS Elders’ Marquee.

Our team worked hard to create a welcoming and 
comfortable space for Elders and community members 
throughout the event, and their dedication and commitment 
were on full display.

The catering for the Elders’ Marquee, with a delicious morning 
tea from Ngani Café and a barbecue lunch, was enjoyed by 
many attendees throughout the day.

We also hosted a community stall, where we connected 
with families and children through lucky dips, giveaways, and 
information about our services, helping to add to the fun and 
engagement of the event.

A sincere thank you to everyone who visited the Elders’ 
Marquee and AFSS stall, and to the organisers of the NAIDOC 
Family Fun Day for bringing the community together in such a 
meaningful way.

Events like this remind us of the importance of recognising and 
honouring our Elders, whose wisdom, leadership, and cultural 
knowledge continue to guide and strengthen our communities.

We are grateful to have been part of such a fantastic 
community event and proud to support opportunities that 
celebrate culture, connection, and community.

Celebrating 50 
Years of Deadly at 
NAIDOC Famly Fun 
Day – 10 July 2026

Alf Ramos - Manager of Family & Community - Metro
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Together with the community

On July the 14th, our Early Intervention team from 
Noarlunga had the pleasure of attending the Inner South 
and St Marys DCP NAIDOC Week Celebration at the Living 
Kaurna Cultural Centre. It was a fantastic opportunity to 
connect with community, strengthen relationships with 
our partner organisations, and celebrate the rich cultures, 
histories, and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples. Thank you to the organisers for creating 
such a welcoming and meaningful event as we celebrate 
50 Years of Deadly.

NAIDOC In Noarlunga

A Deadly School Holidays 
and NAIDOC Week at the

This year’s NAIDOC event at the Coober Pedy 
Youth Shed included our popular bonfire night. 
We had a huge attendance of 120 kids, families 
and community members, particularly as the 
week also included other community events, 
including the Umoona Council’s 50th Birthday 
celebration.

We also had Bike SA’s Bikes on Country program 
in town for the week. It was great having them 
here, keeping the kids engaged with bike rides 
around town, bike maintenance activities and 
helping with the NAIDOC celebrations. The 
program averaged around 30 kids per day, with 
60 kids attending the bonfire night.

During the second week of the holidays, we 
held basketball training sessions with NBL1 player 
Ambah Kowcun.
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AFSS Whyalla Office Wins 
Organisation/Group of the Year
AFSS Whyalla staff attended the 
NAIDOC Art Expo on Tuesday 7th July, 
an event organised by the NAIDOC 
Committee and hosted by Summa and 
Christie from the NAIDOC Committee.

The annual NAIDOC Awards are 
presented on the night. The Whyalla 
AFSS Office were humbled and grateful 
to be the recipients of the NAIDOC 
2026 Organisation of the Year for 2026!
 
“Winning the NAIDOC Week 2026 
Organisation of the Year Award 
means a great deal to me, both as 
an individual and as part of such a 
passionate team.
Personally, it is rewarding to know 
that the dedication, 
compassion, and 
commitment we 
bring to our work 
have contributed to 
making a positive 
difference in our community.
As a team, this award reflects the 
hard work, passion, and unwavering 
support we have provided throughout 
the year.
It shows that our community has 
recognised and appreciated our 
efforts, and that is something I am 
incredibly proud of.
This recognition strengthens our 
commitment to continue walking 
alongside our community, supporting 

families, and creating meaningful 
change together.”

~ Anita Marsters - Case Worker ~ 

“Being the recipients of the NAIDOC 
2026 Organisation of the Year award 
is such a huge honour for me and 
the whole team. Honestly, this year 
has been incredibly tough - with 
all the office restructures and the 
constant worry that our office may 
have been closed, it felt like we 
were up against it every single day. 
But we stuck together, and I am just 
so proud of how we kept our heads 
up and continued supporting our 
families at 100% level. The best part of 
it all has been the real connections 

we’ve made with our 
families and seeing 
the difference we’ve 
been able to make in 
their lives. I’m so proud 
of this team and the 

heart and passion everyone puts 
into advocating for our families. The 
Whyalla team represent AFSS to such 
a high standard and I’m so happy 
that our office has been recognised 
for all the hard work we’ve done over 
the last 12 months.”

~ Summa Milligan - Case Manager ~

 “Our Whyalla AFSS office was 
honoured to receive Organisation of 

It shows our community has 
recognised and appreciated    

our efforts

the Year. I feel so proud to be part 
of this team. We have a small but 
mighty office here in Whyalla, and 
every person brings kindness, care, 
and hard work to what we do. This 
award means a lot to me because 
this year was not easy. When the 
restructure came, we fought very 
hard to keep our Whyalla office 
open. We knew how important this 
service is for our community, and 
we were not ready to give up on it. 
The support we received from the 
community was amazing. People 
stood beside us, spoke up for us, and 
reminded us why this office matters.
Awards are nice, but they are 
not why I do this work. I do it for 
the children, families, carers, and 
clients who trust us every day, and 
we will keep showing up for them. 
Congratulations to my AFSS Whyalla 
family. Thank you for your strength, 
compassion, and commitment. I am 
honoured to stand beside you both.”

~ Christie Pope – Family Based Care 
Support Worker ~
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Together with the community

Fiona Stanley - Port Augusta
At AFSS, we are incredibly proud 
to celebrate our own Fiona, who 
has been recognised as the 2026 
NAIDOC Female Elder of the 
Year.

Fiona is a respected Elder, a 
passionate advocate, and a 
valued member of our team 
whose dedication to supporting 
Aboriginal families and 
communities shines through in 
everything she does. We asked 
Fiona to reflect on what receiving 
this award means 
to her, and in her 
own words, she 
shared:

”My role at AFSS 
as an Aboriginal Gambling Harm 
Support Worker gives me the 
chance to present awareness 
to community about the harms 
which can be caused by out-
of-control gambling. This also 
includes providing opportunities 
for community to choose 
activities they would like to make 
as their pastime.

So, you can imagine my surprise 
at being asked to be interviewed 
by Umeewarra Media in Port 
Augusta and then being informed 
that I had won! My initial thought 
was that I had been nominated, 
and further announcements 
would be made about who had 
won the award.
I was taken by surprise and felt 
very humbled indeed to receive 
such an award.

Being recognised for doing 
something good in our 
community really means a lot; 

being thanked by our community 
means so much more, so thanks 
to those who thought that I am a 
deserving recipient for this year.

As an Aboriginal woman, I 
feel this week provides the 
best opportunity to showcase 
our culture and traditions, the 
differences and similarities within 
our Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander groups; through marches, 
flag raising ceremonies, cook 

outs, dances, sharing 
songs and stories, 
people coming 
together either at 
lunches or BBQs, and 
being as one – and to 

think, we’ve done this for the past 
50 years! Isn’t that just great?”

Congratulations, Fiona, on this 
well-deserved recognition. Your 
compassion, knowledge, cultural 
leadership and unwavering 
commitment to strengthening our 
communities inspire us all. Thank 
you for the positive difference you 
continue to make every day.
From everyone at AFSS – 
congratulations on being named 
the 2026 NAIDOC Female Elder of 
the Year!

Being recognised for 
doing something good 

in our community really 
means a lot

Our Cultural Advisory Manager 
in Mount Gambier has been 
awarded the NAIDOC Person 
Award recognising Dawn’s 
work in the community helping 
to make a difference to the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Community. Dawn 
has been recognised for her 
continuing engagement with 
the community and is visionary 
in establishing and developing 
projects that inspire and 
empower the local Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 
community and for the future 
generations.

As part of the 
Library for All 
“Our Yarning” 
Program, Dawn 
was one of 
the 14 authors 
recognised for 
published story books for children. 
The 17 books published were the 
first set for South Australia and it is 
hoped there will be many more 
story books for children published 
in the future from South Australia.

Dawn Cardona
Mt Gambier



 8

AFSS Port Lincoln staff had a busy week 
of NAIDOC celebrations, celebrating 
50 Years of Deadly. It was a great week 
of all community coming together and 
standing with Aboriginal people and 
celebrating Aboriginal culture and 
achievements.

NAIDOC Art Exhibition 
Opening
AFSS Port Lincoln staff Melissa McNab 
(CS&W Facilitator), Simon Noack 
(Family Based Care Support Worker) 
and Chloe Warren (IFS Case Worker) 
attended the first Port Lincoln NAIDOC 
Art Exhibition Opening on Thursday 
2nd of July 2026. This was a first in Port 
Lincoln history where art was displayed 
at Nautilus Art Centre with a people’s 
choice award in each category. 
Our staff enjoyed looking at all the 
upcoming artist pieces and are excited 
to see their pieces in the future.

NAIDOC March
AFSS Port Lincoln staff attended 
the Port Lincoln NAIDOC March 
on Friday 3rd of July 2026, where 
community commenced the march 
and finished by listening to local 
community Elders, young leaders 
and community members speak 
about the history and future of 
NAIDOC Week and celebrations.

NAIDOC Awards Night
Friday 3rd of July 2026 was the first 
awards night in Port Lincoln and 
a good opportunity for our adult 
and youth nominees and award 
winners to come together and be 
celebrated for their achievements.

NAIDOC Cookout
AFSS Port Lincoln staff attended the 
NAIDOC Cookout where they held 
two stalls, one painting boomerangs 
with a guess the lolly jar and the 

NAIDOC Week
in Port Lincoln

other with DDCC (Dawnie from 
Darwin’s Coconut Chicken Curry 
Soup). The community loved the 
DDCC so much that they had 
asked for the recipe to cook up a 
big batch for Mallee Park Football 
Club’s Saturday Night Dinner. 
 
Congratulations to Jericho Wells 
on guessing the lolly jar.

 NAIDOC Mini Ball
Lastly, AFSS hosted the NAIDOC 
Mini Ball at the Mallee Park 
Football Club, it was a great night 
of dancing, games and prizes for 
our young people.

Thank you to the TLC (Transitional 
Learning Centre) who 
volunteered their staff and 
students to support with face 
painting and the photo booth 
area. Thank you to Marie for 
Yarredi and Jasen from FVLSAC 
(Family Violence Legal Services 
Aboriginal Corporation) who 
also helped with the event. A big 
thank you to Mallee Park Football 
Club and Port Lincoln Aboriginal 
Community Council who also 
supported with the venue for the 
event.
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Together with the community

On the 7th of July AFSS’ Cultural Practitioner Michael Akselsen attended 
the launch of the Deadly in the Hills celebrations for NAIDOC week at 
Auchendarroch House in Mt Barker. This event was held for community 
members to connect with each other and connect with elders. There 
was also a live performance by Caddy who sang some songs from her 
country (Ngarrindjeri), covers and some originals.

Lunch was a buffet style meal for everyone to mingle. A kids area was 
also held, and children made some bon bons and bracelets which will 
be used in some traditional dancers performances later in the week.

After lunch, they played the Nunga Screen 2026 film, broadcasting a 
range of First Nations short films. https://adelaidelocals.com.au/nunga-screen-2026/

It was a beautiful day of community coming together and celebrating first nations culture with song and film.

AFSS’ Cultural Practitioner    
Connects with Community

Celebrating NAIDOC Week 
on Ngarrindjeri Ruwe
Our Executive Manager of Early Intervention, Ebony Marshall, had 
the privilege of attending the NAIDOC Family Fun Day and 3x3 
Basketball Tournament on Ngarrindjeri Ruwe, celebrating “50 years 
of Deadly”.

The event brought together community members and organisations 
to celebrate Aboriginal culture, strength and connection. The day 
featured Ngarrindjeri Arts and Crafts, a Colour Run, community stalls, 
and a BBQ lunch, creating a vibrant and welcoming atmosphere for 
all who attended.

Pictured: Executive Manager of 
Early Intervention Ebony Marshall 
(left) with Talia Scriven (right), 
Associate Lecturer in Rural and 
Remote Aboriginal Health at Flinders 
University.

Whyalla AFSS was proud to join the NAIDOC Week March and 
Flag Raising Ceremony held at Whyalla Youth Centre, then the 
Community Event at Civic Park. 

What a wonderful day of celebrating and embracing the NAIDOC 
culture, we love meeting new people and listening to their stories. 
Thanks so much to everybody who came past our stall and had a 
chat with us. We enjoyed seeing everybody and celebrating the 
start of a wonderful NAIDOC week!

NAIDOC Week in Whyalla
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Murraylands 
NAIDOC Bridge Walk

Mandy Drummond and Kasey McKenzie from the Port Lincoln office were 
proud to attend the Ceduna NAIDOC Week Community Day and March, 
joining the local community to celebrate this year’s theme, “50 Years of 
Deadly.”

It was fantastic to see such a wonderful turnout, with community members, 
organisations and services coming together to recognise and celebrate 
50 years of NAIDOC, honouring the strength, resilience, culture and 
achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

The day provided a great opportunity to connect with local services, as 
well as our foster and kinship carers and the children in their care. It was 
wonderful to celebrate alongside the community, strengthen relationships, 
and acknowledge the rich culture and history that make NAIDOC Week 
such a significant event.

A heartfelt thank you to everyone involved in organising such a successful 
celebration. We look forward to continuing to support our communities and 
celebrate NAIDOC for many years to come.

NAIDOC Week in Ceduna 
Photo credit: Murray Bridge News. 

On 7 July, the Murraylands Early Intervention Team 
attended the historic inaugural Bridge Walk, flag-
raising and award ceremony to officially open 
Murraylands NAIDOC Week.

This year’s event saw a strong turnout of local 
participants and community members who came 
together in support, celebration and solidarity with 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and 
cultures.

We were proud to participate in this special event, 
which celebrates and honours the rich heritage and 
enduring connection of the local Ngarrindjeri people 
to the region. It was a wonderful opportunity to come 
together as a community, acknowledge culture and 
history, and show our support for NAIDOC Week.
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Together with the community

The AFSS Salisbury Early Intervention team’s had the pleasure 
of attending the NAIDOC in the North event at the John 
McVeity Centre, joining the community in celebrating culture, 
connection and this year’s NAIDOC Week.

One of the highlights of the day was watching the Nunga 
Children’s Choir perform. Seeing the children sing and dance 
their hearts out with such pride, confidence and joy was truly 
special and a wonderful reminder of the strength of culture and 
community.

There was something for everyone, with fantastic activities 
keeping the children engaged throughout the day. The 
many community stalls were filled with beautiful handmade 
crafts, talented local artists, and a wealth of information from 
organisations providing support and services to our community.

A huge thank you and congratulations to the event organisers 
for creating such a welcoming and vibrant celebration of 
culture and community.

NAIDOC in the North

Supporting People 
Doing it Tough 
Cultural Practitioner Michael 
Akselsen, along with AFSS’ Foster 
& Kinship Care team, have been 
recognised by Hutt St Centre for 
their ongoing support of people 
experiencing homelessness.

We were very pleased to 
receive a thank-you letter from 
Hutt St Centre acknowledging 
the contribution and support 
provided by Michael and the 
Foster & Kinship Care team. 
This recognition highlights the 
importance of the work being 
done to support vulnerable 
members of the community and 
the positive impact that strong 
partnerships can have.
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Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander

Children's Day 2026 
St Clair Woodville
Write up on page 14
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Together with the community
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On Friday the 7th of August, AFSS proudly 
celebrated National Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Children’s Day 2026 at the St Clair 
Recreation Centre, bringing together well over 
700 children, families, carers, Elders, community 
members, staff and partner organisations in a 
powerful celebration of culture, connection and 
community. 

This year’s theme, “Living Our Truth,” highlights the 
importance of truth‑telling and the vital role culture 
plays in the lives of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander children. It also reminds us that culture is 
lived every day through relationships, language, 
stories and connection to Country.

Children’s Day remains an important opportunity 
for AFSS to connect with families, strengthen 
relationships and promote foster and kinship care 
pathways in a culturally safe, community‑led 
environment. We were pleased to welcome so 
many people who share our commitment to 
ensuring Aboriginal children grow up strong in 
culture. 

A special acknowledgement to our Board Chair, 
Donna Henry and Director Susan Dixon for being 
a part of this event as we also welcomed our new 
CE, Shona Reid, who joined us for her first Children’s 
Day with AFSS, spending the day connecting with 
children, families and carers.

Our celebration featured an incredible line‑up of 
Aboriginal cultural educators: Tarnda - Co‑founders 
Bryce and Taylah brought cultural education to life 
through knowledge‑sharing and meaningful learning 
moments. Bonny delivered a powerful Welcome to 
Country.

Tilly Tjala Thomas captivated the audience with her 
beautiful voice.

Imbala, led by David Booth and his sons, shared 
storytelling, art and cultural knowledge, with David 
also playing the Yidaki.

Bec Gollan delivered a heartfelt performance 
showcasing her artistry and storytelling.

The day also included family‑friendly activities 
and community engagement, from a skateboard 
art workshop by Songline Skateboarding and a 
Rock-Climbing Wall by RockAbout to interactive 
children’s activities, and sporting involvement from 
the Adelaide Football Club. A range of food trucks 
added to the atmosphere and was a big hit with 
families and community members. 

A sincere thank you to our partner agencies and 
AFSS staff for their outstanding efforts. A shout out 
to the Aboriginal Kinship & Foster Care Team whose 
planning and dedication brought this event to life.

Most importantly, thank you to the children and 
young people at the heart of today’s celebration. 
Your strength, pride and connection to culture 
remind us why this day matters. Together, we will 
continue creating spaces where Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children feel safe, valued, 
connected and empowered to live their truth.
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Together with the community

AFSS Port Lincoln and other organisations held a family fun day 
event for Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day at 
Mallee Park Football Club on Tuesday the 4th August 2026. The 
day was filled with activity stalls, jumpy castle and fun with a 
free sausage sizzle available. Local kindy’s, primary schools and 
families attended the event.

Thank you to all the organisations that got involved and 
supported the day to run smoothly such as, KWY, Port Lincoln 
Aboriginal Health Services, Port Lincoln Community Council, 
Family Violence Legal Services Aboriginal Corporation, West 
Coast Youth & Community Support, SA Health, Department for 
Education, Centacare, Headspace, Country Outback Health 
and Workskil Parents Pathway Program.

Also, a big thank you to Sharon at Bakers Delight who donated 
the bread for the sausage sizzle. Sharon supports the AFSS office 
with fresh bread for clients and community and supports with 
events providing free bread.

Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander
Children's Day 2026
Port Lincoln
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On Tuesday the 4th of August 2026, the AFSS 
Mount Gambier team also celebrated their 
annual National Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Children’s Day event. This year’s 
theme, ‘Living Our Truth’, was celebrated 
through more than 17 activity stalls, giving 
children the opportunity to get creative and 
enjoy a range of arts and crafts activities. 
 
Nunga Oog also joined the celebrations, 
adding to a wonderful day of culture, 
creativity and community connection.

Children’s Day 
Mt Gambier

AFSS Port Augusta celebrated National Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Children’s Day at the Port Augusta Barracks, with around 160 
children, families, Elders and community members joining the day. 
 
Celebrating the 2026 theme ‘Living Our Truth’, the event brought 
community together for a day of culture, connection and activities for 
children. 
 
AFSS Port Augusta and the Step Down Unit hosted a BBQ, painting 
activities and giveaways, with Umeewarra Media young people 
providing interviews, music, puppets and dancing. Around 20 students 
from Flinders View Primary School also joined the celebrations. 
 
Local services and organisations supported the day with children’s 
activities, information and resources, while Wami Kata Elders joined the 
community in celebrating. 
 
It was a great day bringing children, families, Elders and services 
together, and AFSS Port Augusta looks forward to an even bigger 
celebration in 2027.

Children’s Day  Port Augusta

On Tuesday 4 August 2026, the AFSS Mount Gambier team, in partnership with Library For 
All, hosted a special community book launch celebrating the publication of 17 children’s 
books written by 14 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander authors.
The books are the first South Australian titles published as part of Library For All’s Our Yarning 
program, marking an exciting milestone for the authors and communities involved.

Our Yarning provides opportunities for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to 
share their stories and create books that reflect culture, identity, community and lived 
experiences. Importantly, the program helps create more books in which Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander children can see themselves, their families and their cultures 
represented.

Among the 14 authors recognised at the launch was AFSS Cultural Advisory Manager 
Dawn Cardona, who celebrated having her own story published as part of the collection.
The launch brought community together to recognise the authors, celebrate their 
achievements and share the first South Australian Our Yarning books.

With 17 South Australian stories now published, it is hoped this is just the beginning, with 
many more local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander stories to be shared with children and 
families in the future.

‘Our Yarning’ Book Launch 
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Together with the community

Children’s Day  Port Augusta

Connecting on 
Adnyamathanha 
Country
WILLOW SPRINGS 
CULTURAL CAMP

This month, we supported three young people we 
support to spend time on Adnyamathanha Country 
in the beautiful Flinders Ranges. It was much more 
than a few days away, the camp created time 
for connection, reflection, learning and simply 
being together on Country. It was also particularly 
special for two siblings who were able to share the 
experience together.

A highlight of the camp was spending time with 
Adnyamathanha man John Sollar, who generously 
guided the group during a visit to Arkaroo Rock and 
Ikara.

John shared language, stories and knowledge that 
were appropriate for the group, and spoke with the 
young people about culture, Country and identity. 
Just as importantly, he created space for them to 
listen, ask questions and take things in at their own 
pace.

At Arkaroo Rock, the group spent some quiet time 
sitting together and listening to Country. It was a 
simple moment, but one that stayed with everyone, 
even a songbird began to sing, and a soft breeze 
moved across the group - a moment of deep 
significance for everyone present.

The day also provided opportunities to learn 
practical skills, hear more about the history of the 
area and sit together afterwards to reflect on what 
had been shared.

Back at camp there was plenty of laughter too - 
campfires, barbecues, exploring Willow Springs and an 
expedition up a hill to investigate an “emu” that turned 
out to be a very cleverly stacked pile of rocks.

Before the group left, John reminded them that what 
had been shared was only a small introduction to the 
depth of Adnyamathanha culture and knowledge.

For us, that is an important part of experiences like 
this. Cultural connection is not something that can be 
packaged into a camp or a single activity. It grows 
through relationships, time, Country, family, community 
and opportunities for young people to keep learning in 
ways that are right for them.

We are grateful to John for the time, care and 
knowledge he shared with the group, and to Karen, 
Koebyn and Kelly for supporting our young people 
throughout the camp.

We’re looking forward to creating more opportunities for 
young people to spend time on Country and strengthen 
their connections to culture, community and identity.
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Getting Comfy for a Cause
On the 24th of July our South team celebrated National Pyjama Day today! 

National Pyjama Day helps raise awareness and support for children and 

young people in foster care, while highlighting the importance of creating 

brighter futures through education, connection and opportunity.

A fun way to support an important cause and raise awareness for children 

and young people in foster care. 

AFSS Whyalla attends 
Shaping Deadly Minds
The Regional IFS team (Summa, Jenny, and Margi) had 
a fantastic time at the Shaping Deadly Minds event in 
Whyalla at the Gabmididi Manoo Children & Family 
Centre!

It was truly special to watch the Dusty Feet Mob and 
see the children engaging so joyfully with the dancers. 
We know that from the very beginning, connection - 
through yarning, sharing stories, and singing to our bubs 
- is where learning starts.

A huge thank you to Raising Literacy Australia for the generous literacy packs. These resources, filled with 
culturally responsive activities and books, are a wonderful way to help our little ones build language and 
a strong sense of belonging to family, culture, and Country.

We’re so grateful to have been part of such a meaningful day and wish the Shaping Deadly Minds team 
all the best as they launch this exciting new pilot program!
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Together with the community

Dawn meets with 
Commissioners
Our Cultural Advisory Manager in Mount Gambier, 
Dawn Cardona recently met with the National 
Commissioner for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Children and Young People, Sue-Ann Hunter, and 
SA Commissioner for Aboriginal Children and Young 
People, Dale Agius, to discuss the important work 
being undertaken to support Aboriginal children, 
young people and families in the region. 
 
Their discussion highlighted the importance of 
involving Aboriginal organisations early in decisions 
affecting Aboriginal children and families, helping to 
strengthen families and keep children connected to 
family, culture and community. 
 
They also discussed opportunities for greater collaboration with local schools, including ways AFSS 
cultural programs could have a stronger presence within schools to support cultural identity, connection 
and belonging for Aboriginal children and young people.
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Adelaide
134 Waymouth Street 
Adelaide SA 5000 
(08) 8205 1500

Coober Pedy
Lot 1991 Aylett Street
Coober Pedy SA 5723
(08) 8672 3066

Mount Gambier
20 Elizabeth Street
Mount Gambier SA 
5290
(08) 8723 6110 

Murray Bridge
67 Adelaide Road
Murray Bridge SA 5253
(08) 8532 1790

Noarlunga Centre
1A Hannah Road  
Noarlunga Centre SA 
5168
(08) 8186 4000

Paralowie
254 Kings Road
Paralowie SA 5108
(08) 8281 5440

Port Augusta
8 -14 Victoria Parade 
Port Augusta SA 5700 
(08) 8641 0907

Port Lincoln
21 Washington Street 
Port Lincoln SA 5606 
(08) 8683 1909

Salisbury
4 Ann Street 
Salisbury SA 5108 
(08) 8182 6567
Kilkenny
5/10 - 14 Regency 
Road Kilkenny SA 5009
(08) 8297 5708

Whyalla 
19B Darling Terrace
Whyalla SA 5600
(08) 8644 0116

Where to 
find us

Find out more  
on our website 
& socials

Workshop Calendar - Term 4 - 2026

                                                                                               www.afss.com.au
Aboriginal Family Support Services
Together with the community

Community Safety & Wellbeing

Workshop Location Date Time Facilitator

Circle of Security
8 Weeks

AFSS Paralowie
254 Kings Road Parlowie 

Fridays
23 & 30 Oct

6, 13, 20 & 27 Nov
4 & 11 Dec

10am
Kayla

0400 667 498

Bringing Up Great Kids
6 Weeks

AFSS Paralowie
254 Kings Road Parlowie 

Tuesdays
20 & 27 Oct

3, 10, 17 & 24 Nov
10am

Annette 
0459 890 805

Financial Fitness
3 Weeks

AFSS Paralowie
254 Kings Road Parlowie 

Tuesdays
1, 8 & 15 Dec 10am

Kayla
0400 667 498

Healthy Homes Resilient 
Families  (Routines & Rules)

3 Weeks

AFSS Paralowie
254 Kings Road Parlowie 

Wednesdays
21 & 28 Oct

4 Nov
10am

Kayla
0400 667 498

AFSS Paralowie
254 Kings Road Parlowie 

Wednesdays
11, 18 & 25 Nov 10am

Annette 
0459 890 805

Shark Cage
8 Weeks

CLOSED GROUP
Thursdays

22 & 29 Oct
5, 12, 19 & 26 Nov

3 & 10 Dec
10am

Annette 
0459 890 805

Circle of Security
8 Weeks

AFSS Noarlunga
Unit 2, Noarlunga House

 1 Hannah Road Noarlunga Centre

Tuesdays
20 & 27 Oct

3, 10, 17 & 24 Nov
1 & 8 Dec

10am
Tim

0460 752 834

BLOOM
3 Weeks

AFSS Noarlunga
Unit 2, Noarlunga House

 1 Hannah Road Noarlunga Centre

Thursdays
22 & 29 Oct

5 Nov
10am

Tim
0460 752 834

Financial Fitness
3 Weeks

AFSS Noarlunga
Unit 2, Noarlunga House

 1 Hannah Road Noarlunga Centre

Wednesdays
4, 11 & 18 Nov 10am

Tim
0460 752 834

Circle of Security
8 Weeks

AFSS Port Augusta
8 -14 Victoria Parade Port Augusta 

Tuesdays
20 & 27 Oct

3, 10, 17 & 24 Nov
1 & 8 Dec

10am
Leonie

0437 517 226

BLOOM
3 Weeks

AFSS Port Augusta
8 -14 Victoria Parade Port Augusta

Thursdays
22 & 29 Oct

5 Nov
10am

Leonie
0437 517 226

Circle of Security
8 Weeks

AFSS Mount Gambier
20 Elizabeth Street 
Mount Gambier 

Tuesdays
20 & 27 Oct

3, 10, 17 & 24 Nov
1 & 8 Dec

10am
Ellen

0499 889 729

BLOOM
3 Weeks

AFSS Mount Gambier
20 Elizabeth Street
Mount Gambier

Wednesdays
21 & 28 Oct

4 Nov
10am

Ellen
0499 889 729

Shark Cage
8 Weeks

AFSS Mount Gambier
20 Elizabeth Street
Mount Gambier 

Thursdays
22 & 29 Oct

5, 12, 19 & 26 Nov
3 & 10 Dec

10am
Ellen

0499 889 729

BLOOM
3 Weeks

AFSS Port Lincoln 
21 Washington Street

Port Lincoln 

Tuesdays
13, 20 & 27 Oct

3 & 10 Nov
10am–1pm

Melissa
0417 255 724

Healthy Homes Resilient 
Families  (Routines & Rules)

3 Weeks

AFSS Port Lincoln 
21 Washington Street

Port Lincoln

Wednesdays
4, 11 & 18 Nov

10am–12 
noon

Melissa
0417 255 724

Shark Cage
8 Weeks

AFSS Port Lincoln 
21 Washington treet

Port Lincoln

Thursdays
29 Oct

5, 12, 19 & 26 Nov
3 & 10 Dec

10am–1pm
Melissa

0417 255 724
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AFSS Community Safety and Wellbeing program is dedicated to enhancing the safety and 
wellbeing of Aboriginal communities across South Australia.
 
Check out our upcoming Term 4 workshops near you and contact our team to book your place!



